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Overview 
The Geography program encompasses two main components: the Bachelor of  Arts in Geography 
and Environmental Studies and the Bachelor of  Science in Geography and Environmental 
Resources.  This report adheres to the assessment procedures outlined in the 2012 Assessment Plan. 

Assessment Methods 

1. Faculty Meetings 
The Geography faculty met several times over the course of  the year.  These meetings focused on 
establishing how new courses fit within the current curriculum, discussing current graduate 
placement, revising the minimum grade requirements for the degree, updating program assessment, 
and revising the curriculum to represent current faculty.   In an effort to minimize the impact of  
students occasionally having one poor semester, the minimum GPA for Geography BS and BA 
graduates was reduced from 3.0 to 2.5 by a faculty vote of  9 to 2.   

The Geography BA faculty also met to update the Program Learning Outcomes of  the original 
Geography BA Assessment plan from 2012, which were designed to correspond to the six UAS 
competencies that were in effect at that time.  These meetings quickly revealed the need to revise the 
degree requirements and curriculum so that they are aligned with the current Geography faculty 
expertise and reflect changes in class offerings (both new and old) that have resulted from faculty 
turnover and new hires.  The BA faculty believe curriculum revision recommendations to the BA 
program will be one of  the important outcomes of  the five-year review occurring in Fall of  2016, in 
tandem with the development of  updated and specific Program Learning Outcomes emphasizing 
the unique interdisciplinary focus and strength of  the BA program. 

2.  Geography Degree Enrollment and Retention 

Summary: 
There were a total of  26 declared Geography majors in AY 2015-2016.  There were 17 declared 
Geography B.A majors in AY 2015-2016.  Five of  the B.A. majors were enrolled in the emphasis in 
Outdoor and Adventure Studies.  Three B.A. Geography students graduated in the Spring of  2016.  
The B.A. program had a 79% graduation or retention rate of  students from AY 2014-2015.  Of  this 
group (AY2014-2015) ten graduated, one transferred into the Environmental Resources program, 
one transferred to UAA, and three are currently enrolled as BA majors in AY2016-2017. 

Individual Student Progress 
B.A. Program 
Adam Lake       Last enrolled 2017  
Robert Schenker   Enrolled 2017 
Muriel Walatka      Enrolled 2017 
Elise Sorum Birk  Enrolled 2017 
Dennis Williams Graduated 2016 



Sara Gering  Last enrolled 2016 
Brittany Ooman Enrolled, Expected graduation 2017 
Olivia Hoess  Graduated 2016 
Matthew Adams  Enrolled 2017 
Tricia Hardy  Enrolled 2017 
Olivia Lihou  Enrolled 2017 
Kaden Phillips  Enrolled 2017 
William Bottorf  Last enrolled 2015 
Cinnamon Crump Moved home to California 
Emma Lyddan  Enrolled, Expected graduation 2017 
Dylan Miller  Enrolled, Expected graduation 2017 
Casey Patten  Graduated 2016 

Evaluation of  Enrollment Trends. 
The Geography B.A. program graduated ten students over the previous academic year, and yet we 
had only two less students enrolled in AY2015-2016.  This shows a high level of  interest among new 
students in the program.  Our retention rate for AY15-16 was also 20% higher than UAS overall 
and, although slightly down from our 89% graduation and retention rate from AY14-15, we remain 
higher than UAS overall for the second year in a row.  Increasing retention rates and stronger 
marketing through outreach would further improve enrollment numbers in the Geography BA; of  
course the interdisciplinary nature of  the program is such that students will continue to be inspired 
by particular emphases and thus should be expected to transfer into various specialized fields or 
concentrations. 

3.  Tracking Graduates’ Employment and Graduate School Acceptance  
The following updates are of  the graduate class of  AY 2015-2016 and 2014-2015: 

Alex Alvarez is the Ceramics Studio Manager at The Canvas Art Studio in Juneau where he teaches 
classes, produces pottery for sale, and coordinates events with the Juneau arts community.   

Britteny Cannamore is working for her third year as a seasonal caretaker at ORCALab, an Orca 
research station in British Columbia.  She is moving to Gustavus this spring and will be working 
with Glacier Bay Sea Kayaks.  Britteny also serves as caretaker of  the Inian Islands Institute, an 
ecological field school in Gustavus. 

Paris Donohoe worked on multiple sustainable farms along the west coast from Washington to 
California through the World Wide Opportunities on Organic Farms (WWOOF) program.  She has 
earned an open water scuba diving certificate in preparation to travel the world as a scuba and swim 
instructor and actively participate in ocean conservancy and disentanglement organizations.  Paris is 
also active in Farmscape, an organization focused on outreach and education in urban farming in 
Los Angeles. 

Kourtney Johnson is working on a Masters of  Science in Geography and a certificate in 
Geographic Information Systems at the University of  Montana in Missoula.  Her master thesis is 
utilizing interdisciplinary methodologies to examine access to emergency medical services in rural 
Alaska.  This semester, Kourtney is a Research Assistant for the Research and Training Center on 
Disability in Rural communities in Missoula.  As such, she is collecting, processing, and analyzing 
data from the American Community Survey and Public Use Micro Sample to conduct a local spatial 
analysis on services in Missoula. 



Chelsea Karthauser is currently completing a Masters of  Science in Geography at the University 
of  Montana.  Her research focuses on studying tourism phenomena from the bases of  space and 
place.  Chelsea is the 2017 recipient of  an “Emerging Scholar Award” from the Tourism and Leisure 
Studies Research Network. 

Kayley Moen is an Environmental Program Specialist at the Alaska Department of  Environmental 
Conservation.   

Dennis Williams works as an airline pilot for local transportation in Southeast Alaska. 

Recent comments received from Geography students after graduation 

Kourtney Johnson, Geography BA, Spring 2015:  One of  the things that I loved about the BA Geography 
program was its flexibility. The program gives you a good base but it also allows you to incorporate geography into 
other fields. For example, I was able to have geography as a core and then relate and apply it to Sociology, Natural 
Resource Management, Forest Ecology, and GIS.  The ability to work with other fields is one of  the discipline’s many 
strengths. I believe that the field of  geography has a lot to offer and other fields are starting to realize that as well.   

Paris Donohoe, Geography BA, Spring 2015:  The knowledge and skills I learned through the Geography 
program at UAS has helped me immensely with my life endeavors. Being a Geography major influenced my passion 
for sustainable food growing. It also gave me a global perspective on what is important and what needs work.  It gave 
me insight on how this world is changing and how we need to address basic needs such as food and water in years to 
come. Especially with the political climate that we are in right now.  I am so happy I majored in Geography and 
Environmental Studies because it gave me a unique look into how the world works.  It made me care. It made me 
want to do something good to help this place. 

4.  Geography Declaration and Capstone Assessment Evaluations 

Richard Simpson revised the capstone assessment evaluations this year to include, in addition to the 
instructor’s rating, a new assessment survey distributed to students in the senior seminar in order to 
ascertain Geography BA and BS seniors’ self-assessment in the categories of  our program learning 
outcomes (PLO).  Five students were enrolled in the senior seminar (GEOG 490) of  which two 
graduated in Spring 2016, two will graduate in Fall 2016, and one is on exchange from UAF. 

Geography BA Program Assessment 
Graduating Class 2016 

Scale 
1=very well 
6=very poor 
                                    Student self-assess          Instructor assess 
Student demonstrates effective oral and written communication   3.2   3.4 
Student demonstrates quantitative skills     2.8   2.8 
Student demonstrates critical thinking     2.6   3.4 
Student demonstrates information literacy in research    2.6   3 
Student demonstrates computer literacy     2.6   2.6 
Student demonstrates professional behavior     2.2   3 



Positive Aspects Reported 
Wide range of  classes. 
Class content is relevant to Alaska. 
Professors are very available. 
Good field research. 

Negative Aspects Reported 
More flexibility in requirements based on schedule of  courses. 
More advanced GIS classes. 
Limited number of  courses available each semester.  Had to rely on online UAF courses to graduate. 
Difficult to find classes that fit degree requirements.  Many substitutions needed.     

Future goals reported: Graduate School, State positions 

Instructor summary:  Both instructor evaluation and student self–evaluation reveal similar trends.  
Three of  the five students show above-average scoring for all six of  the program competencies. 
While students and instructor are reporting skill assessment of  the program as Average (3) or 
slightly above average, courses in the program should work to specifically emphasize assignments to 
improve oral and written communication as well as critical thinking, which are leaning below average.  
Faculty were alerted to these results in meetings and encouraged to emphasize these two aspects of  
the program in their specific courses.   

Overall students value the program’s interdisciplinary design and relevance to their interests and 
preparation for their targeted career goals.  All students identify the limitation of  the program to be 
the difficulty of  creating a four-year plan given the limited number of  courses available each 
semester.  This limitation further emphasizes the need to revise program curriculum in such a way 
that strengthens the interdisciplinary focus and identity of  the program, while at the same time 
developing easy routes to course availability for graduation within four years.  Future faculty 
meetings will be directed at this goal and outline specific recommendations to address this limitation 
in the five-year program review. 

5.  Program Assessment Conclusions from BA faculty 

The BA faculty are pleased to find the program continues to successfully prepare students to obtain 
their personal career goals and objectives within our targeted workforce areas.  Interdisciplinarity 
remains the cornerstone and success of  this program’s appeal at UAS and the faculty are presently 
working on ways to strengthen the interdisciplinary identity of  the program.  The BA faculty are 
particularly eager to obtain the summative assessment findings of  the five-year review next fall, the 
results of  which will clarify long-term program trends that place the current faculty in a better 
position to directly address the need for a revised, more focused, BA curriculum, updated program 
learning outcomes and assessment methods that adequately fit current faculty interest and student 
demands.  Finally, given student feedback from the capstone seminar, any curriculum revision and 
proposal must prioritize course accessibility and completion within a four-year timeline.  On an 
individual course level, assignments and learning activities that facilitate critical thinking and oral and 
written communication will be emphasized within all geography courses. 


